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This book is a marvellous contribution by three of the world’s
best known botanists working on a group of plants growing
in one of the most fascinating parts of the world — where
bulbous plants abound and create some of the most striking
floral displays in nature. This book is partly a work of art but
the wealth of information it contains makes it truly an ency-
clopeadiac volume, not only in colour but also of diverse fac-
tual information, relating to geography, botany, climate and
horticulture. The latter aspect will find favour with those
interested in cultivating these fascinating plants, as much, if
not all, the information currently available on cultivation is
made available in a very logical and understandable way.
We find that aspects relating to flower stimulation, seed pro-
duction and storage, seed germination, potting media,
watering and fertilisation are attended to where such infor-
mation is available.
This book includes colour photographs of more than half
of the bulb species found in the Cape Floristic Region. It
includes descriptions and keys to almost 1 200 species of
bulbs and allied plants found in the Region. This increases
its value to taxonomists, botanical gardens and plant collec-
tors. I can confidently predict that it will increase in value with
time and will be an asset to libraries and book collectors
alike. All bulb enthusiasts should own a copy of this magnif-
icent volume.
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